
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All;  

The next ENVI meeting will take place 
on Thursday 28 May. 

ENVI Members will discuss the draft 
Report on the Commission proposal 
on the European Climate Law. The 
proposal represents the cornerstone 
of EU action against climate change 
and enshrines for the very first time in 
EU legislation, the EU’s collective long 
- term climate goal of climate 
neutrality by 2050, with the ambition 

to guide the overall EU policy on climate change for the next five years and 
beyond. The European Parliament with this Report has a key role to play in 
order to ensure that we get it right and we live up to our goals and 
commitments, setting the foundation for current and future policies. 

The fight against climate change will continue to be in the spotlight later during 
the meeting, when ENVI Members will vote remotely together with members 
of the ECON committee on the so-called “taxonomy regulation”. The taxonomy 
regulation sets common criteria for determining whether an economic activity 
is environmentally sustainable. It is important that financial products that claim 
to be sustainable prove it following strict EU criteria. This will also help 
investments supporting decarbonised activities as well as facilitate the phasing 
out of those activities that are not as sustainable.  

As we continue to focus our work on issues linked to the COVID-19 crisis, 
Members will consider the draft initiative report on Shortages of Medicines. In 
the past few months, in particular in the context of the current COVID-19 
pandemic, there have been several cases of medicine shortages all over Europe. 
The problem is partly due to the EU’s dependency on raw materials from 
medicine producers outside Europe, but also to other factors, such as 
manufacturing difficulties, problems affecting the quality of medicines that can 
impact patient care or unexpected demand, for example due to sudden viral 
outbreaks. Members will discuss the Rapporteur’s proposals on how to tackle 
medicines shortages in Europe and improve EU action in this field.  

In the afternoon, Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, 
will present to Members the new “Farm to Fork Strategy” published on 20 May. 
The revised Farm to Fork Strategy is one of the key tools in the framework of 
the European Green Deal and aims at making EU’s food systems more 
sustainable. While European food is reputed as being safe, nutritious and of 
high quality, Europe’s food systems do not meet sustainability standards. In 
particular, the way food is produced (and consumed) results in air, water and 
soil pollution, contributes to climate change, and consumes excessive amounts 
of natural resources, while an important part of food is wasted. At the same 
time, food production combined with climate change, is causing a rapid loss of 
biodiversity. The Biodiversity Strategy and the new Farm to Fork Strategy are 
therefore both essential elements of the Green Deal and only ensuring the 
implementation of both strategies will guarantee a real ecological transition for 
Europe. The Commissioner will also give Members insights on the EU Health 
programme, which is currently one of the strands of the European Social Fund 
Plus and will likely be affected by the MFF revision. Experience from the 
ongoing crisis has demonstrated that the EU would benefit from an ambitious 
stand-alone Health Programme that is fit for purpose. I have therefore written 
a letter to the Commission asking for a stand-alone Health Programme in order 
to better support Member States and increase capacity to swiftly react to 
health emergencies.  

Finally, Members will exchange views on another important topic, which is the 
placing on the market of plant protection products, commonly known as 
pesticides. Members will briefly discuss and then vote on the objection to the 
renewing by the Commission of the approval of the active substance 
pyriproxyfen.  

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_Environment  

Pascal Canfin - 27 May 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 ECON-ENVI Joint meeting - Establishment of a framework to facilitate 
sustainable investment  

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3): Renewing the approval of the 
active substance pyriproxyfen  concerning the placing of plant protection 
products on the market (D066474) 

Considerations: 

 Establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending 
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 (European Climate Law) 

 Shortage of medicines - how to address an emerging problem 
Exchange of Views: 

 with Ms Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety - 
Presentation of the Farm to Fork Strategy for Sustainable Food  

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

ECON-ENVI Joint meeting - Establishment of a 
framework to facilitate sustainable investment  

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading (see meeting 
documents) 

ENVI Members will vote remotely 
together with members of the ECON 
committee on the so-called “taxonomy 
regulation” that sets common criteria for 
determining whether an economic 
activity is environmentally sustainable. 
The final agreement between the 

European Parliament and the Council provides the criteria to be taken into 
account when determining whether an economic activity is sustainable. These 
criteria are, among others, climate change mitigation and adaptation, 
sustainable use and protection of water and marine resources, transition to a 
circular economy, including waste prevention and increasing the uptake of 
secondary raw materials as well as pollution prevention and control  and 
protection and restoration of biodiversity and ecosystems. This Regulation aims 
at facilitating investments supporting decarbonised activities as well as the 
phasing out of those activities that are not as sustainable.  

Rapporteurs: Pietikäinen (ENVI, EPP), Eickhout (ECON, Greens/EFA),  
Shadows ENVI: BONAFÉ (S&D), HOJSÍK (RE), VONDRA (ECR), MODIG (GUE/NGL), 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202005/ENVI?meeting=CJ36-2020-0528_1&session=05-28-11-00
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202005/ENVI?meeting=CJ36-2020-0528_1&session=05-28-11-00
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/Sirpa_PIETIKÄINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197770/MARTIN_HOJSIK/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197805


 
 
Shadows ECON: TANG (S&D), BOYER (RE), BECK (ID), RZONCA (ECR), PAPADIMOULIS 
(GUE) 

Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3): Renewing the 
approval of the active substance pyriproxyfen 
concerning the placing of plant protection products on 
the market (D066474) 
Adoption of motion for a resolution (see see meeting documents) 

Members will briefly exchange views and vote on the objection to the renewal 
by the Commission of the approval of the active substance pyriproxyfen, 
concerning the placing on the market of plant protection products, commonly 
known as pesticides. The draft objection states that the active substance 
Pyriproxyfen has negative impacts on pollinators’ population and human 
health, and considers that the draft Commission implementing decision 
exceeds the implementing powers provided for in Regulation (EC) No 
1107/2009. It calls upon Commission to withdraw its draft implementing 
decision and to submit a new draft to the committee. 
 
Rapporteurs: MÉLIN (ID) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Establishing the framework for achieving climate 
neutrality and amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 
(European Climate Law) 

Consideration of draft report (see see meeting documents) 

Members will discuss the draft report on the 
Commission proposal on the European Climate 
Law. The proposal is a key element of the 
European Green Deal and aims at serving as 
foundation for the overall EU policy for the next 
years and beyond in the fight against climate 
change. The draft Report strengthens the 

Commission proposal in several areas. In Particular it proposes that the effort 
to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 is brought down to the national level as 
to ensure that Member States uphold their commitment under the Paris 
Agreement. It also foresees that the climate neutrality objective is 
complemented by a post-2050 goal where removals of GHG should exceed 
emissions on both Union and Member States levels. The draft Report also 
includes that the 2030 climate target is bolstered to 65% and that the trajectory 
in Article 3 should be established via a co-decision procedure instead of 
delegated acts.  The Rapporteur proposes an independent European Panel on 
Climate Change to be established at European level, in order to ensure the 
necessary scientific expertise and best available up-to-date evidence and 
information. The Commission, for the Rapporteur, should be tasked to establish 
a Union carbon budget which is to be taken into consideration when progress 
is being assessed. Finally, the draft report introduces an opportunity for each 
sector of the economy to establish a roadmap for reaching climate neutrality 
by 2050, including a special focus on emissions from the maritime and aviation 
sectors which the Commission should examine, assessing how to align with the 
2030 and 2050 climate targets. 
 
Rapporteur: GUTELAND (S&D), 
Shadows: MCGUINNESS (EPP), TORVALDS (Renew), LIMMER (ID), BLOSS (Greens/EFA), 
ZALEWSKA (ECR), MODIG (GUE/NGL), 

 

 

Shortage of medicines - how to address an emerging 
problem 

Consideration of draft report (see meeting documents) 

Members will consider the own-initiative 
report on how to address shortages of 
medicines in the EU. In the past few 
months, there have been several cases of 
medicine shortages all over Europe, partly 
due to the EU’s dependency on raw 
materials from medicine producers 
outside Europe, but also to other factors, 
such as manufacturing difficulties or 

problems affecting the quality of medicines that can impact patient care or 
unexpected demand, for example due to sudden viral outbreaks. The 
Rapporteur stresses that the issue of medicine shortages is not a recent 
development and that the sudden exponential increase in global demand 
triggered by the COVID-19 health crisis has merely served to highlight the 
recurring problem of shortages of medicines and medical equipment in Europe. 
In her draft report, the Rapporteur states that the European response to 
prevent and tackle shortages of medicines must be increased. The draft report 
focuses on three pillars of action: a return to health sovereignty by securing 
supplies, stepping up European action to better coordinate and supplement 
Member State health policies, and enhancing cooperation between them. The 
draft report calls for relocation to the EU of plants producing active ingredients 
and medicinal end products of strategic importance for health care, including 
fostering state aid in order to encourage companies  to operate in Europe and 
making security of supply a priority criterion in tendering procedures. The 
Rapporteur also proposes the creation of one or more non-profit European 
pharmaceutical undertakings capable of producing certain medicines of 
strategic importance for health care in emergencies. When it comes to more 
vigorous action at European level to better coordinate and supplement 
Member State health policies, the draft report calls for anticipating difficulties 
and crises in the health sector through the creation of a European reserve of 
medicines of strategic importance for health care along the lines of ‘RescEU’. 
Finally, in respect of closer cooperation between Member States, the draft 
report calls for real-time management of medicine stocks and improved 
information systems so as to provide a clear overview of problems, shortages 
and requirements in each Member State, with a view to preventing stockpiling, 
indicating that the Commissioner responsible for health should oversee a task 
force working in conjunction with the EMA, national agencies and 
manufacturers, in order to anticipate heavier demand on stocks and regulate 
the movement of medicines within the single market.  

Rapporteur: COLIN-OESTERLÉ (EPP), 
Shadows: MORETTI (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), REGIMENTI (ID), RIVASI 
(Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL) 
  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125020/PAUL_TANG/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197577/GILLES_BOYER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/132191/GUNNAR_BECK/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197545/BOGDAN_RZONCA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28586/DIMITRIOS_PAPADIMOULIS/home
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202005/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0528_1&session=05-28-09-00
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124765
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202005/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0528_1&session=05-28-09-00
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28115
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197449
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197805
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202005/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0528_1&session=05-28-09-00
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197536
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124799
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197790
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


 
 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS  

Ms Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and 
Food Safety - Presentation of the Farm to Fork Strategy 
for Sustainable Food and of the Health programme 

Commissioner responsible for 
Health and Food Safety, Ms 
Stella Kyriakides, will present to 
Members the new “Farm to 
Fork Strategy” published by the 
Commission on 20 May. The 
revised Farm to Fork Strategy is 
one of the key elements of the 
European Green Deal and aims 
at making EU’s food systems 
more sustainable. While 

European food is reputed as being safe, nutritious and of high quality, Europe’s 
food systems do not meet sustainability standards.  
 
The key goals of the new Farm-to-Fork Strategy are therefore to reduce the 
environmental and climate footprint of the EU food system and strengthen its 
resilience, ensure food security in the face of climate change and biodiversity 
loss, and lead a global transition towards competitive sustainability from farm 
to fork. In order to ensure that the food chain - covering food production, 
transport, distribution, marketing and consumption - has a neutral or positive 
environmental impact, the Strategy aims at preserving and restoring land, 
freshwater and sea-based resources on which the food system depends, 
mitigating climate change and adapting to its impact, protecting land, soil, 
water, air, plant and animal health and welfare, and reversing the loss of 
biodiversity. To ensure sustainable production, farmers, fishers and 
aquaculture producers need to transform their production methods, making 
best use of nature-based, technological, digital and space-based solutions. 
While strengthening the resilience and sustainability of the Union’s food 
system - especially with a view to the COVID-19 pandemic, but also the 
increasing recurrence of droughts, floods, forest fires, new pests and 
biodiversity loss - will be crucial to ensure food security in the future, more 
sustainable food systems will also respond to the growing demand for fresh, 
less processed and sustainably sourced food and, in the light of rising obesity 
and a high prevalence of diet-related diseases, contribute to a much needed 
shift in people’s diets and more sustainable consumption patterns. In this 
context, the Strategy aims to promote consumer information on food 
sustainability i.e. about its nutritional value and environmental, climate and 
social footprint, to tackle food loss and waste as well as to preserve the 
affordability of food so that ultimately the most sustainable food also becomes 
the most affordable. Furthermore, as the sustainability of food systems is a 
global issue and the EU can play a key role in setting global standards, the 
Strategy sets key targets in priority areas for the EU as a whole and intends to 
help raise standards globally through its external policies, including 
international cooperation and trade policy.  All of the above are to be achieved 
through synergies with all actors and stakeholders in the food system, from 
farmers and fishers, food processors and caterers, to consumers. The strategy 
includes a list of 27 (legislative and non-legislative) proposals many of which 
are of relevance for the ENVI committee. The Farm to Fork Strategy is also 
complemented by other elements of the Green Deal, particularly the 
Biodiversity Strategy, the new Circular Economy Action Plan and the future Zero 
Pollution ambition for a toxic free environment. The Commissioner will also 
give Members insights on the EU Health programme, which is currently one of 
the strands of the European Social Fund Plus and will likely be affected by the 
MFF revision. Experience from the ongoing crisis has demonstrated that the EU 
would benefit from an ambitious stand-alone Health Programme that is fit for 

purpose. ENVI Chair on behalf of coordinators has written a letter to the 
Commission asking for a stand-alone Health Programme in order to better 
support Member States and increase capacity to swiftly react to health 
emergencies. 
 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES, 
Commissioner-Designate on Health  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus 
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS, 
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal  

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 

Upcoming publications: 

 Briefing on the key issues at stake in the 75th session of the IMO Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC75) 

 Study on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer" 

 In-depth analysis  on deforestation in Brazil/Amazonia 

 Briefing on medicine shortages related to the coronavirus pandemic 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
ResDrivers of change of relevance for 
Europe's environment and sustainability’  
The report provides an in-depth 
characterisation of developments that range 

from demographic shifts to leaps in technological innovation and from global 
competition for natural resources to changes in geopolitical landscape and 
people’s lifestyles. It also shines some light on their potential implications for 
major policy processes such as the European Green Deal in the EU and the UN 
Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development Goals. More here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
Global regulators commit to cooperate on 
observational research in the context of 
COVID-19 
Under the umbrella of the International 
Coalition of Medicines Regulatory 

Authorities (ICMRA), currently chaired by the EMA, international medicines 
regulators agreed to step up their cooperation during COVID-19 in the following 
three areas: pregnancy research, building international clinical cohorts of 
COVID-19 patients, and collaborating on vaccine safety and effectiveness 
monitoring. Regulators agreed to cooperate and improve information-sharing 
globally in relation to observational studies of real-world data in those three 
areas, as an important complement to the evidence on the safety and 
effectiveness of vaccines and treatments for COVID-19 generated in 
randomised clinical trials. More details here.  

European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) 
FSA has published its annual report on pesticide 
residues found in food in the European Union. 

The report is based on data from the official national control activities carried 

out by EU Member States, Iceland and Norway and includes both targeted and 
random sampling. The report gives a snapshot of the presence of pesticide 
residues in food in the EU and any possible risk to consumer health. It also 
provides risk managers with important information on which to base decisions 
regarding future control measures. More info  

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

Since 2019, ECHA screens chemicals in groups to 
speed up identifying hazardous ones and manage 
their risks more quickly, the current focus being on 
chemicals registered above 100 tonnes per year. 

In its recent report, ECHA provides an overview on the progress in addressing 
substances of concern, in “mapping the chemical universe” and proposes 
recommendations to authorities and industry on managing chemicals’ risks. 
More info here and here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Several countries affected by the COVID-19 pandemic recently reported cases 
of children that were hospitalised in intensive care 
due to a rare paediatric inflammatory multisystem 
syndrome (PIMS). The presenting signs and 
symptoms are a mix of the ones for Kawasaki disease 
(KD) and toxic shock syndrome (TSS) and are 
characterised, among others, by fever, abdominal 

pain and cardiac involvement. A possible association with SARS-COV-2 infection 
has been hypothesised. ECDC has agreed with the EU/EAA Member States and 
the UK to include PIMS as a possible complication to be reported for EU-level 
COVID-19 surveillance. Research efforts should aim at a) determining the role 
of SARS-CoV-2 in the pathogenesis of PIMS-TSS and b) answering other 
significant remaining questions. More on this issue in ECDC rapid risk 
assessment 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 4 June 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in 
the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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